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Cowlitz County Levy Audit Follow-up 
Status of Work Completed 

July 2021 

August 8, 2013 
 

Requirement Topic Work Completed on Requirement 
Completed / 

Pending Completion 
Future Follow-up? 

1 Statutory maximum 
levy rate for cities 
and towns annexed 
to a fire/library 
district 

The Assessor provided the levy calculations for the City of Castle 
Rock and Fire District #6, and the Department verified the 
correct calculations. 

Completed No 

2 Previous year’s levy 
rate 

The Assessor corrected the over levy amounts for City of 
Woodland and Fire District 7 for the 2020 tax year. 
 
The incorrect prior year’s levy rate was carried forward from the 
2020 tax year to the 2021 tax year calculations in each instance. 
If an error occurred or an error correction was made in the 
previous year, the rate that would have been levied had no error 
occurred should be used in the subsequent levy calculations. 
(RCW 84.52.085(1)(b)). 
 
The Department has provided exhibit A (City of Woodland) and 
exhibit B (Fire District 7), which provide the calculations for each 
district had the correct levy rate been carried forward. In the 
instance of Fire District 7, the difference in rates had no impact; 
however it is important to be carrying forward the correct rate.  
 
City of Woodland’s 2021 tax year levy worksheet also used an 
incorrect highest lawful levy, which is corrected in Exhibit A. 

Pending Completion Yes 
 
To determine if the Assessor has met the requirement, the 
Department expects the Assessor to provide: 
 
The City of Woodland 2021 levy year for 2022 tax year levy limit 
worksheet which includes the corrected highest lawful levy since 
1985 of $2,242,806, prior year’s levy rate that would have 
occurred if the error and correction had not occurred in the prior 
year, $2.3643190343, and over levy error correction of $65.18. 

3 One percent 
constitutional limit 

The Assessor provided a spreadsheet that lists districts subject to 
the 1% constitutional limits with the correct formula that checks 
to see if any district’s levy rate is over the limit. 

Completed No 

4 Certification of levies 
to assessor 

The Assessor provided a copy of the certification from the 
county legislative authority to the Assessor timely, listing the 
levy amounts for the taxing districts within in the county. 

Completed No 
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Cowlitz County Levy Audit Follow-up 
Status of Work Completed 

July 2021 

August 8, 2013 
 

Requirement Topic Work Completed on Requirement 
Completed / 

Pending Completion 
Future Follow-up? 

5 Tax roll certification The Assessor provided the tax roll certification, signed by both 
the Assessor and the Treasurer, dated January 13, 2021. The 
Assessor provided an abstract of the tax roll to the Cowlitz 
County Auditor. 

Completed No 

 
 

 

Recommendation Topic Work Completed on Recommendation 
Completed / 

Pending Completion 
Future Follow-up? 

1 Levy titles 
 

The Assessor updated and corrected the titles of taxing districts 
as recommended. 

Completed No. 
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Cowlitz County Levy Audit Follow-up 
Status of Work Completed 

July 2021 

August 8, 2013 
 Exhibit A: City of Woodland 2021 Levy Limit Calculations 
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Cowlitz County Levy Audit Follow-up 
Status of Work Completed 

July 2021 

August 8, 2013 
 Exhibit B: Fire District 7 Levy Rate Calculations 

 

 


