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1 For information about perfecting retail sales and use tax exemptions, refer to WAC 458-20-238 or contact the Department of Revenue  
2 For complete information about vessel registration requirements and the watercraft excise tax, contact the Department of Licensing 
3 Temporary use in Washington is for temporary use and enjoyment and does not apply to vessels used for commercial purposes. 
4 For information about extended stays by nonresident entity-owned vessels, refer to/see our Special Notice. 
5 For information about repair affidavits, see/refer to our website at: http://dor.wa.gov/content/getaformorpublication/publicationbysubject/taxtopics/nonresidentvessel.aspx 
  

Nonresident Vessel 
VESSEL IN STATE FOR REPAIR5 

Vessel is tax & registration exempt if repair affidavit filed with 
DOR every 60 days that vessel remains with repair facility4 

RCW 88.02.570(6) 

VESSEL REGISTRATION2 
Chapter 88.02 RCW 

Domestic Nonresident  Foreign Nonresident  

REGISTRATION EXEMPT 
For first 60 days of use w/in  

12 continuous months 
RCW 88.02.570(5) 

REGISTRATION EXEMPT 
For first 60 days of use w/in  

12 continuous months 
RCW 88.02.570(4) 

EXTEND EXEMPT STAY 
Must purchase vessel visitor 

permit before 61st day of use RCW 
88.02.570(4) & 88.02.610. This 
permit does not exempt the 

vessel from sales and use tax 
 

PURCHASE in Washington1 

Retail Sales Tax/Chapter 82.08 RCW 

TAX EXEMPT 
Must leave state w/in  
45 days of purchase 

RCW 82.08.0266 

TAX EXEMPT 
Must leave state w/in  
45 days of purchase 
RCW 82.08.02665 

Domestic or Foreign Nonresident  

USE TAX EXEMPT3 

Temporary use may not exceed 60 days 
during any continuous 12-month period 

RCW 82.12.0251(1)  

Vessel may return to the state tax exempt for the remainder of 
the exempt period – total use w/in state may not exceed 60 
days within continuous 12-month period RCW 82.12.0251 

NONRESIDENT INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION EXEMPT  
Purchase 1-year vessel use permit when purchasing vessel or w/in 

14 days of entering state – Vessel may not return for 24 months  
RCW 88.02.570(13) & 88.02.620 

Domestic Nonresident  Foreign Nonresident  

EXTEND TAX EXEMPT STAY3 
Nonresidents (individuals and entities) must 

purchase a nonresident vessel permit 
before the 61st day in the state. Additional 

requirements apply for entity-owned 
vessels**** RCW 88.02.620.  

EXTEND TAX EXEMPT STAY3 
Nonresidents must purchase nonresident 
vessel permit before 121st day in state – 

Total exempt stay may not exceed 6 
months during any continuous 12 months. 
A nonresident entity-owned vessel may 
not receive more than two nonresident 

vessel permits within any 36 month 
period and is subject to additional 

requirements.4 

NONRESIDENT INDIVIDUAL  
USE TAX EXEMPT  

Purchase 1-year vessel use permit w/in 14 
days of entering state – Vessel may not 
return for 24 months RCW 82.12.700  

EXTEND TAX EXEMPT STAY3 
Nonresidents (individuals & entities) must purchase a nonresident 

vessel permit before 61st day after purchase.  Additional 
requirements apply for entity-owned vessels.4 RCW 88.02.620 

 

EXTEND TAX EXEMPT STAY3 
Nonresidents must purchase nonresident vessel permit before 
121st day after purchase– total exempt stay may not exceed 6 

months during any continuous 12 months. A nonresident entity-
owned vessel may not receive more than two nonresident 

vessel permits within any 36 month period and is subject to 
additional requirements.4 

   

USE in Washington1 

Use Tax/Chapter 82.12 RCW 

NONRESIDENT INDIVIDUAL SALES TAX EXEMPT  
Purchase 1-year vessel use permit when purchasing vessel – 

Vessel may not return for 24 months RCW 82.08.700  

EXTEND EXEMPT STAY 
Nonresidents (individuals and entities) 

must purchase nonresident vessel 
permit before 61st day of use. 

Additional requirements apply for 
entity-owned vessels.4 

RCW 88.02.570(13) & 88.02.620 

EXTEND EXEMPT STAY3 

Nonresidents must purchase nonresident vessel permit from DOL 
w/in 121 days of purchase or entering state. Exempt stay may not 

exceed 6 months during any continuous 12 months. A 
nonresident entity-owned vessel may not receive more than 
two nonresident vessel permits within any 36 month period 

and is subject to additional requirements.3 
RCW 88.02.570(13) & 88.02.620 
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