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For Discussion Purposes Only

Possible Treatment of Yoga and Similar Activities

The Department is considering amending ETA 2023 by deleting all references to yoga, tai chi, and qi gong, and then also issuing an entirely separate ETA discussing these and similar activities.  
We would like to hear your thoughts on the approach that classes offering the traditional practices of yoga, tai chi, and qi gong do not constitute “physical fitness services” because physical fitness/exercise is not the primary focus of these classes.   Based on the comments we’ve received from yoga studio instructors and students, we are considering a general presumption that classes outside of a gym, health/athletic club or spa offer these traditional practices.

However, when yoga, tai chi, and qi gong classes are conducted at a gym, health/athletic club or spa, the presumption would be that the primary focus of these classes is physical fitness/exercise and that the class therefore does constitute a “physical fitness service.”  
These presumptions can be overcome by either the Taxpayer or the Department with documentation or other evidence demonstrating the primary purpose of the class.

We are also interested in any other approaches that you believe would be workable.  

